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VI. — On the Site of Cusco, <$c By J. B. Pentland, Esq., 
H.M. Consul in Bolivia. Communicated by Captain Beau- 
fort, Royal Navy. 

La Paz, March 28, 1838. 
I have just returned from a two months' tour into the southern 
provinces of ancient Peru, during which I have visited the capital 
of this ancient empire, Cusco, and the many interesting localities 
round that imperial city. An account of this journey, hitherto un- 
trodden by scientific travellers, I hope to send to the Geographical 
Society ; in the mean time, as a wish is expressed by the Secre- 
tary, in one of the late volumes of its Transactions, that the posi- 
tion of Cusco should be accurately determined, I beg you will tell 
him I have acted upon his suggestion, and that the ancient capital 
of the Peruvian empire is situated (the Temple of the Sun, now 
the Church of San Domingo) in lat. S. 13° 30' 55", long. W. of 
Greenwich, 72° 4' 10", and at an elevation above the sea of 11,380 
feet. 

I have determined, also, the position of all the principal places 
between La Paz and Cusco, and of the western shores of the 
great inter-alpine lake of Titicaca. 

In latitude 14° 33' S., on the mountains of Vilcanota, which 
tvansversely connect the two great east and west chains of the 
Cordillera, the limit of perpetual snow is at an elevation of 15,800 
feet. 

The eastern chain of the Cordillera of Upper Peru, from the 
parallel of Sorata, in 15° 50' S., to that of Salcantai, in 13° 10' S., 
is composed of an almost uninterrupted series of snowy peaks ; 
and the whole of this central chain is a compound of quartzife- 
rous porphyry, posterior to the transition state, and new red sand- 
stone formation. 

On the Nevado de Guaracolta, in 14° 30' S. lat., a copious 
spring, which issues from the mountain about 250 feet below the 
limit of perpetual snow, has a temperature of 38 \° Fahr. [+3° -6 
cent.] 

It would be very possible to measure an arc of the meridian 
extending from 13° 20' to 20° S. lat. in the centre of the Andes. 
The ground towards each extremity of the arc is well adapted for 
the measurement of the bases. 
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